Make Way for Streamlined Conservation Reporting

________ In response to drought and climate change,
Loa L California is making conservation a way of
life. This is a big effort that relies on “big
data.”

The Urban Water Data Project aims to
improve state agencies’ ability to integrate
and make existing urban water data available
and usable (e.g., residential, commercial,

| industrial, institutional, and irrigation of parks
. and landscapes).

The Streamlining Conservation Reporting portion of this project will show how more easily
accessible and interpretable data could help us better understand if water is being efficiently
and sources are reliable and safe.

Background
The California Water Data Consortium Water conservation data are scattered
works with the Department of Water across platforms and in various formats,
Resources and the State Water Resources and this complicates regulatory compliance.
Control Board to support the It also hinders effective water management.
implementation of the Open and
Transparent Water Data Act (AB 1755). For example, during the 2012-2016
drought, California set mandatory reduction
The Urban Water Data Project aims to targets for the first time in the state's
improve access to and use of urban water history. These mandatory percent reduction
data in the face of critical management targets were criticized for their failure to
decisions. These data include water supply adequately protect urban trees, consider
and demand information. Data needed for past investments, and reflect local climate
drought and water scarcity indicators and conditions. More nuanced data can better
the calculation of urban water use account for unique conditions and special
objectives were identified as priorities for circumstances.
publication.



Make Way for Streamlined Conservation Reporting

Improving data accessibility supports the
Making Conservation a California Way of Life
regulation by streamlining reporting
requirements, reducing administrative
burden, and supporting the development
of consistent, high-quality data across the
state. This effort could also help identify gaps
and redundancies in existing reporting
requirements.

Analysis and Benefits

The Urban Water Data Project seeks to
inform how the state can provide access to
high-quality, reliable data needed for
effective water management. Improving
communication and data sharing leads
to more informed decisions during
drought periods.
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Greg Gearheart, greg.gearheart@water.ca.gov

Hannah Ake, hake@cawaterdata.org
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This project will help:

Link existing datasets and systems
together

Make it easier to collaborate across
agencies or departments and
programs

Support the development of future
conservation requirements

Improve data literacy among urban
water suppliers

Create a unified data publication
approach

Make urban water data more useful
Improve data availability for a
variety of users, including
community groups

Identify and document redundant
urban water data

Visit cawaterdata.org/urban-water
to learn more about this project.
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