


About Us

The California Water Data Consortium is an
independent nonprofit and California’s trusted,

neutral convener for water and ecological data.

Founded in 2019 to support implementation of
the Open and Transparent Water Data Act (AB
1755, Dodd), we bring together state and local
agencies, researchers, Tribes, utilities,
communities, and nonprofits to build the
shared data systems — and the relationships
that make them work.

We do this by bringing people and
institutions together to share ideas,
synthesize information, and design smarter
ways to use and share data. Our work spans
research, tool development, hosting events,
shaping policy recommendations, and
helping our community build a shared vision
for open data and climate resilience.

Our Goals and Priorities

To ensure communities and decision makers have the information they need to plan for and meet
the demands placed on water resources by climate change, population growth, and other factors,

the Consortium pursues four goals:

PUTTING DATA TO WORK
GOAL1

Advance collaborative solutions
and data-driven tools

Testing and demonstrating applications and
tools that make water and ecological data
more useful, accessible, and actionable for
communities and decisionmakers.

11. Incubate tools, data streams, and
applications to demonstrate the value of
high-quality, accessible, and timely
information, with an emphasis on tools that
support vulnerable communities in becoming
more resilient.

1.2. Refine best practices and innovative
approaches for data collection, governance,
and interpretation to enable more
cost-effective and timely water accounting
and management.

Examples of our work
Groundwater Accounting Platform

Telemetered Water Monitoring Project

INFORMING POLICIES
GOAL 2

Shape and promote policies,
programs and investments that
modernize and sustain California’s
water data infrastructure for
long-term resilience

Making the case for sustained investment in
water data through policy engagement,
roadmap development, and targeted outreach
to the legislators and agencies who shape
California's water future.

21. Envision and promote a roadmap to a more

modern water data infrastructure in California.

2.2. Coordinate and inform policy
recommendations that address specific water
data challenges.

2.3. Conduct outreach to legislators and other
policymakers on the value and urgent
investment needs for modernizing the state's
water data infrastructure.

Examples of our work
Proposition 4 recommendations report

Economic brief on modernizing
California’s water data system

Putting Water Data to Work report

Why Data?

Water data may not be as visible as reservoirs
or canals, but it is critical to managing
California’s water future. Today, our information
landscape is uneven: some regions are
drowning in data, others face real gaps — and
even where data exists, it is often fragmented
or difficult to apply across systems. In a state
where nearly 40 million people and much of

STORYTELLING AND COMMUNICATING
GOAL 3

Cultivate broad recognition of
water and ecological data as
essential foundations for
sustainable water management
and climate resilience in California

Demonstrating the value of water and
ecological data through publications, events,
and public engagement — building a
community that understands and champions
open data.

3.1. Build communities of practice centered
around open and transparent data and its
application.

3.2. Communicate, via various channels, the
positive impacts of open data and data’s
critical role in supporting vibrant communities,
a stable economy, and healthy ecosystems.

Examples of our work
Data for Lunch series
Blog posts and articles
Videos

the nation’s food supply depend on a carefully
managed water system, data clarity isn't
optional—it's essential. By working together,
pooling our data and unique perspectives, we
create a collective, reality-based picture of
California’s water — and make more confident
decisions for a resilient, equitable future.

FACILITATING COLLABORATION
GOAL 4

Build and convene a diverse,
collaborative, and empowered
community committed to
advancing California’s water data
ecosystem

Creating trusted, neutral spaces where diverse
partners — state agencies, local governments,
nongovernmental organizations, Tribes,
researchers, and communities — can work
together on shared data governance and
solutions.

41. Bring the water management
community together to build trust in data
and data-driven tools, break down silos, and
accelerate collaborative and inclusive
problem-solving.

4.2. Connect the dots between water data
and the information needed to enable and
scale climate adaptation across the state,
including enabling vulnerable communities to
understand water-related climate risks and
impacts.

Examples of our work

Roundtable events (e.g.. 2025 Summer
Roundtable) and topic-specific workshops




A Structure Built for Collaboration

Our structure is intentionally designed to create that space — not as a one-time convening,
but as an ongoing platform where communities can work side by side toward shared goals.

This approach also distinguishes us from other organizations working in the water data
space. The Consortium is uniquely positioned to co-develop durable, cross-sector solutions
and to help California transition toward a water data culture that values transparency,
shared information, and data-driven decision-making.

ENTITY

Board of Directors

Steering Committee

Working Groups

Staff

Get Involved

RESPONSIBILITIES

Provides organizational oversight, including
strategy, finance, and policy.

Steers programmatic work and links to the AB 1755
Partner Agency Team.

Support project-specific work and identify cross-project
data and governance opportunities.

Support the Board, Steering Committee, and Working
Groups to advance the Consortium’s goals, projects,
and venues for engagement.

Whether you're a water manager, researcher,
policymaker, commmunity leader, or simply
someone who cares about California’s water
future — there’s a place for you in this work.
Reach out to learn how to get involved.

info@cawaterdata.org
cawaterdata.org
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/cawaterdata/
https://www.youtube.com/@cawaterdata
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cawaterdata/

